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Document A:
Letter from Chairman Khrushchev
to President Kennedy

(excerpted)

Moscow, October 27, 1962
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,

| understand your concern for the security of the United States...

You wish to ensure the security of your country, and this is understandable. But Cuba, too, wants
the same thing; all countries want to maintain their security. But how are we, the Soviet Union, our
Government, to assess your actions which are expressed in the fact that you have surrounded
the Soviet Union with military bases; surrounded our allies with military bases; placed military
bases literally around our country; and stationed your missile armaments there? This is no secret.
Responsible American personages openly declare that it is so. Your missiles are located in Britain,
are located in Italy, and are aimed against us. Your missiles are located in Turkey.

You are disturbed over Cuba. You say that this disturbs you because it is 90 miles by sea from the
coast of the United States of America. But Turkey adjoins us; our sentries patrol back and forth and
see each other. Do you consider, then, that you have the right to demand security for your own
country and the removal of the weapons you call offensive, but do not accord the same right to us?
You have placed destructive missile weapons, which you call offensive, in Turkey, literally next to us.

| therefore make this proposal: We are willing to remove from Cuba the means which you regard
as offensive. We are willing to carry this out and to make this pledge in the United Nations. Your
representatives will make a declaration to the effect that the United States, for its part, considering
the uneasiness and anxiety of the Soviet State, will remove its analogous means (missiles)

from Turkey...

We, in making this pledge, in order to give satisfaction and hope of the peoples of Cuba and
Turkey and to strengthen their confdences in their security...the Soviet Government gives a
solemn promise to respect the inviolability of the borders and sovereignty of Turkey, not to interfere
in its internal affairs, not to invade Turkey...

Why would | like to do this? Because the whole world is now apprehensive and expects sensible
actions of us. The greatest joy for all peoples would be the announcement of our agreement and of
the eradication of the controversy that has arisen. | attach great importance to this agreement in so
far as it could serve as a good beginning and could in particular make it easier to reach agreement
on banning nuclear weapons tests.

These are my proposals, Mr. President.

Respectfully yours,
N. Khrushchev
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Document B:
Letter from President Kennedy
to Chairman Khrushchev

(excerpted)

Washington, October 27, 1962
Dear Mr. Chairman:

| have read your letter of October 26th with great care and welcomed the statement of your desire
to seek a prompt solution to the problem. The frst thing that needs to be done, however, is for
work to cease on offensive missile bases on Cuba and for all weapons systems in Cuba capable of
offensive use to be rendered inoperable, under effective United Nations arrangements.

Assuming this is done promptly, | have given my representatives in New York instructions that
will permit them to work out this weekend—in cooperation with the Acting Secretary General
and your representative—an arrangement for a permanent solution to the Cuban problem along
the lines suggested in your letter of October 26th. As | read your letter, the key elements of your
proposals—which seem generally acceptable as | understand them—are as follows:

1) You would agree to remove these weapons systems from Cuba under appropriate United
Nations observation and supervision; and undertake, with suitable safeguards, to halt the further
introduction of such weapons systems into Cuba.

2) We, on our part, would agree—upon the establishment of adequate arrangements through the
United Nations to ensure the carrying out and continuation of these commitments—(a) to remove
promptly the quarantine measures now in effect and (b) to give assurances against an invasion
of Cuba. | am confdent that other nations of the Western Hemisphere would be prepared to do
likewise.

...there is no reason why we should not be able to complete these arrangements and announce
them to the world within a couple of days. The effect of such a settlement on easing world tensions
would enable us to work toward a more general arrangement regarding “other armaments,” as
proposed in your second letter which you made public. | would like to say again that the United
States is very much interested in reducing tensions and halting the arms race; and if your letter
signifes that you are prepared to discuss a detente affecting NATO and the Warsaw Pact, we are
quite prepared to consider with our allies any useful proposals.

But the frst step, let me emphasize, is the cessation of work on missile sites in Cuba...The
continuations of this threat...by linking these problems to the broader questions of European and
world security, would surely [be] a grave risk to the peace of the world. For this reason | hope we
can quickly agree along the lines outlined in this letter and in your letter of October 26.

John F. Kennedy
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