
Unpacking FABLES Can you understand the following ALLEGORIES? See if you can identify the literal and the 
symbolic meanings of these fables, all written by Aesop (6th Century BC). 

Once upon a time a Wolf was lapping at a spring on a hillside, when, looking up, what 
should he see but a Lamb just beginning to drink a little lower down.  

“There's my supper,” thought he, “if only I can find some excuse to seize it.” Then he 
called out to the Lamb, “How dare you muddle the water from which I am drinking?”   

“Nay, master, nay,” said Lambikin; “if the water be muddy up there, I cannot be the 
cause of it, for it runs down from you to me.”  

“Well, then,” said the Wolf, “why did you call me bad names this time last year?” 
“That cannot be,” said the Lamb; “I am only six months old.”   
“I don’t care,” snarled the Wolf; “if it was not you it was your father;” and with that he 

rushed upon the poor little Lamb and ate her all up. But before she died she gasped out: 
“Any excuse will serve a tyrant.”

A Dog, to whom the butcher had thrown a bone, was hurrying home with his prize as 
fast as he could go. As he crossed a narrow footbridge, he happened to look down and 
saw himself reflected in the quiet water as if in a mirror. But the greedy Dog thought he 
saw a real Dog carrying a bone much bigger than his own. 

If he had stopped to think he would have known better. But instead of thinking, he 
dropped his bone and sprang at the Dog in the river, only to find himself swimming for 
dear life to reach the shore. At last he managed to scramble out, and as he stood sadly 
thinking about the good bone he had lost, he realized what a stupid Dog he had been. 

A Fox one day spied a beautiful bunch of ripe grapes hanging from a vine trained along 
the branches of a tree. The grapes seemed ready to burst with juice and the Fox’s mouth 
watered as he gazed longingly at them. 

The bunch hung from a high branch, and the Fox had to jump for it. The first time he 
jumped he missed it by a long way. So he walked off a short distance and took a running 
leap at it, only to fall short once more. Again and again he tried, but in vain. 

Now he sat down and looked at the grapes in disgust. 
“What a fool I am,” he said. “Here I am wearing myself out to get a bunch of sour 

grapes that are not worth gaping for.” And off he walked very, very scornfully. 

The Wolf & Lamb

The Dog & His Reflection

The Fox & Grapes

1. What/who does the lamb represent? 
        _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Rewrite the moral in your own words: 
       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How can this moral be helpful to society today? 
       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the moral of this story? 
       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you agree with the symbolic meaning of the story? Explain why or why not. 
       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the moral of this story? 

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe a situation in society today in which you might see the same reaction as the fox.      

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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