
RUBRICS Construct an Explanation 

Expectation 4-LS1- 1. Construct an argument that plants, and animals have internal and 

external structures that function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction. 2. 

Clarification Statement: Examples of structures could include thorns, stems, roots, colored 

petals, heart, stomach, lung, brain, and skin.  

 

 1 2 3 4 

Supporting claims  The explanation 
fails to address 
the purpose of 
the assignment 
 
 

The explanation 
attempts to 
address the 
including internal 
and external 
structures 
but is 
unsuccessful.  

The explanation 
does a decent 
job of 
addressing 
internal and 
external 
structures 

The explanation does a 
very good job of 
including internal and 
external structures.  

Identifying scientific 
evidence-evaluation 
of critical evidence.   

Student does 
not determine 
the evidence 
and does not 
construct an 
argument that 
includes plants 
and animals 
internal or 
external 
structures. 

Student 
attempts to 
determine the 
evidence and 
does not 
construct an 
argument that 
includes of 
plants and 
animals internal 
or external 
structures 

Student includes 
a decent amount 
of evidence and 
somewhat of an 
argument that 
includes of 
plants and 
animals internal 
and external 
structures 

Student determines the 
strengths and 
weakness of the 
evidence and 
constructs an argument 
that includes plants 
and animals internal 
and external structures.  

Reasoning and 
synthesis  

Students does 
not use 
reasoning to 
connect the 
relevant and 
appropriate 
evidence. No 
construction of 
an argument 
about ideas that 
plants and 
animals have 
structures that 
support survival 
and growth.  

Students 
attempts to use 
reasoning to 
connect the 
relevant and 
appropriate 
evidence. 
Limited  
construction of 
an argument of 
plants and 
animals’ 
structures that 
support survival 
and growth.  

Students 
includes a 
decent amount 
of reasoning to 
connect the 
relevant and 
appropriate 
evidence. Some 
construction of 
an argument of 
plants and 
animals’ 
structures that 
support survival 
and growth.  

Students use 
reasoning and to 
connect the relevant 
and appropriate 
evidence. Constructs 
an argument that 
includes the ideas that 
plants and animals 
have structures that 
support survival and 
growth.  

 


