
“The Monkey’s Paw”     

  Prompt

The fakir “wanted to show that fate ruled people’s lives, and that those who interfered 

with it did so to their sorrow” . Write an essay arguing who is most responsible 

(Sergeant-Major Morris, Herbert White, Mrs. White, or Mr. White) for the sorrows that 

resulted from wishing on the monkey’s paw. Support your claims with valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient.  

OUTLINE
(Introductory paragraph): Based on my analysis of the story, The Monkey’s Paw, I 
honestly can conclude that________________________is most responsible for the sorrow 
(troubles) that resulted from making x wishes on the enchanted (mysterious) monkey’s 
paw.

(First Body paragraph = 1st Reason to support your claim/ answer and supporting 
textual evidence): In the story entitled the “Monkey’s Paw”, the details reveal that...

(Second Body paragraph = 2nd Reason to support your claim/ answer and supporting 
textual evidence): In addition the story indicates that…

(Concluding paragraph = Restate your claim/ answer and summarize your thoughts/ 
rationale for the character, you selected): In conclusion, I firmly believe 
that______________________was most responsible for the pain and suffering that resulted 
from wishing on the monkey’s paw.


